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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless power transmission device and method are pro-
vided. An amount of power transmitted wirelessly by the
wireless power transmission device may be controlled based
on information to be transmitted by the wireless power trans-
mission device, such that the information may be transmitted
without using any additional device for information transmis-
sion. Additionally, an internal impedance of a terminal may
be controlled based on information to be transmitted by the
terminal, and a reflected wave of a transmission signal trans-
mitted by the wireless power transmission device may be then
controlled, such that the information may be transmitted
without using any additional device for information transmis-
sion. Therefore, no further device may be desired, and thus a
power consumption amount may be reduced, and there may
be no need to match a communication part for information
exchange with a transmission part for wireless power trans-
mission.
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1
WIRELESS POWER TRANSMISSION DEVICE
AND METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119
(a) of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2009-0130852, filed
on Dec. 24, 2009, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office,
the entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by ref-
erence for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The following description relates to a wireless power trans-
mission device and method, and more particularly, to a wire-
less power transmission device and method for transmitting
and receiving information without any additional information
transmission device.

2. Description of Related Art

Recently, a variety of portable electronic products have
been released and have become widespread, along with
development of information technologies (IT). When consid-
ering characteristics of portable electronic products, battery
performance of these portable electronic products is emerg-
ing as an important issue. Portable electronic products, as
well as household appliances, can function to wirelessly
transmit data, but can only receive power provided through
power lines.

Additionally, wireless power transmission technologies
for supplying power in a wireless manner have been studied in
recent years. Wireless energy transfer or wireless power
occurs where electrical energy is transmitted from a power
source to an electrical load without interconnecting wires.
However, when considering characteristics of wireless con-
figuration, a distance between a wireless power transmission
device and a terminal is highly likely to vary over time, and
requirements to match a resonator of the wireless power
transmission device with a resonator of the terminal may also
be changed.

To efficiently transmit power in a wireless manner, infor-
mation for power transmission is required to be exchanged
between the wireless power transmission device and the ter-
minal. Therefore, there is a need for a new method to
exchange information, to improve a wireless transmission
efficiency.

SUMMARY

In one general aspect, there is provided a wireless power
transmission device, including: a transmitter configured to
wirelessly transmit power to a terminal, and a controller con-
figured to control an amount of power transmitted wirelessly
by the transmitter, based on transmission information trans-
mitted to the terminal.

In the wireless power transmission device, the controller
may include a switch, the switch configured to cut off or
supply the power transmitted wirelessly to the terminal,
depending on the transmission information.

In the wireless power transmission device, the controller
may be further configured to control a transmission fre-
quency, based on the transmission information.

In the wireless power transmission device, the controller
may include a phase locked loop (PLL) circuit configured to
control the transmission frequency.
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In the wireless power transmission device, the controller
may be further configured to control an internal impedance,
based on the transmission information.

The wireless power transmission device may further
include: a measuring unit configured to measure a reflected
wave of a transmission signal transmitted to the terminal, and
an analyzer configured to analyze, based on the measured
reflected wave, terminal information received from the termi-
nal.

In the wireless power transmission device, the measuring
unit may include a directional coupler configured to measure
the reflected wave.

In another general aspect, there is provided a terminal,
including: a receiver configured to wirelessly receive power
from a wireless power transmission device, and a controller
configured to control an internal impedance based on termi-
nal information transmitted to the wireless power transmis-
sion device.

In the terminal, the controller may include: a first load, a
second load, and a switch connected to one of: the first load
and the second load, depending on the terminal information.

The terminal may further include: a measuring unit con-
figured to measure an amount of power received wirelessly
from the wireless power transmission device, and an analyzer
configured to analyze, based on the measured amount of
power, transmission information received from the wireless
power transmission device.

In another general aspect, there is provided a wireless
power transmission method, including: wirelessly transmit-
ting power to a terminal, and controlling an amount of power
transmitted wirelessly to the terminal, based on transmission
information transmitted to the terminal.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include: measuring a reflected wave of a transmission signal
transmitted to the terminal, and analyzing, based on the mea-
sured reflected wave, terminal information received from the
terminal.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include measuring the reflected wave with a directional cou-
pler.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include cutting oft or supplying the power transmitted wire-
lessly to the terminal, depending on the transmission infor-
mation.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include controlling a transmission frequency, based on the
transmission information.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include controlling an internal impedance, based on the trans-
mission information.

In another general aspect, there is provided a wireless
power transmission method, including: wirelessly receiving
power from a wireless power transmission device, and con-
trolling an internal impedance based on terminal information
transmitted to the wireless power transmission device.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include connecting a switch to one of: a first load and a second
load, depending on the terminal information.

The wireless power transmission method may further
include: measuring an amount of power received wirelessly
from the wireless power transmission device, and analyzing,
based on the measured amount of power, transmission infor-
mation received from the wireless power transmission device.

Other features and aspects may be apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description, the drawings, and the claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
example wireless power transmission device.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of another
example wireless power transmission device.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of still
another example wireless power transmission device.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
example terminal.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of another
example terminal.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of still
another example terminal.

FIG.7is aflowchart illustrating an example wireless power
transmission method.

Throughout the drawings and the detailed description,
unless otherwise described, the same drawing reference
numerals will be understood to refer to the same elements,
features, and structures. The relative size and depiction of
these elements may be exaggerated for clarity, illustration,
and convenience.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is provided to assist the
reader in gaining a comprehensive understanding of the meth-
ods, apparatuses, and/or systems described herein. Accord-
ingly, various changes, modifications, and equivalents of the
systems, apparatuses, and/or methods described herein will
be suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. The progres-
sion of processing steps and/or operations described is an
example; however, the sequence of steps and/or operations is
not limited to that set forth herein and may be changed as is
known in the art, with the exception of steps and/or operations
necessarily occurring in a certain order. It should be appreci-
ated that the use of binary “0” and “1” may be reversed, as
appropriate. Also, description of well-known functions and
constructions may be omitted for increased clarity and con-
ciseness.

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a wireless power trans-
mission device 100.

Referring to FIG. 1, the wireless power transmission
device 100 may include a transmitter 101 and a controller
102. The wireless power transmission device 100 may further
include a power source 104.

The wireless power transmission device 100 may be any
device capable of wirelessly transmitting power to a terminal
110. Additionally, the wireless power transmission device
100 may be inserted as a module into the terminal 110.

The terminal 110 may be any device capable of being
operated by power, e.g., a television (TV), a mobile phone, a
game console, a refrigerator, or other devices.

The transmitter 101 may wirelessly transmit power to the
terminal 110.

The controller 102 may control an amount of the power
transmitted wirelessly by the transmitter 101, based on trans-
mission information 103 transmitted to the terminal 110. For
example, the wireless power transmission device 100 may
transmit the transmission information 103 to the terminal 110
by controlling the amount of the power, rather than by using
an additional device for transmission of the transmission
information 103. For example, in response to the transmission
information 103 being “0”, the controller 102 may control the
amount of the power to be reduced, or in response to the
transmission information being “17, the controller 102 may
control the amount of the power to be increased. It should be
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appreciated that the use of “0” and “1” is for example pur-
poses only, and the specific numbers may be reversed or
otherwise changed.

The “transmission information 103” refers to information
to be transmitted by the wireless power transmission device
100 to the terminal 110. The transmission information 103
may include information regarding the wireless power trans-
mission device 100, for example, an identification (ID) and a
type for the wireless power transmission device 100, infor-
mation regarding a transmission range which may enable the
wireless power transmission device 100 to wirelessly trans-
mit power, and information regarding whether the wireless
power transmission device 100 is successfully matched with
the terminal 110 when wirelessly transmitting the power.
However, there may be no limitation to information required
or desired for the wireless power transmission device 100 to
transmit the power wirelessly to the terminal 110; accord-
ingly, the transmission information 103 may include various
types of information which the wireless power transmission
device 100 desires to transmit to the terminal 110, regardless
of contents of the information to be transmitted. Depending
on embodiments, the transmission information 103 may be
binary scale data, although embodiments are not limited
thereto.

According to an aspect, the wireless power transmission
device 100 may further include an input unit 105 to receive
the transmission information 103.

The controller 102 may control a transmission frequency
based on the transmission information 103. The controller
102 may also control the amount of the power transmitted to
the terminal 110, by controlling the transmission frequency.
Additionally, the controller 102 may include a phase locked
loop (PLL) circuit, to control the transmission frequency
using the PLL circuit.

In addition, the controller 102 may control an internal
impedance of the wireless power transmission device 100
based on the transmission information 103. The controller
102 may also control the amount of the power transmitted to
the terminal 110, by controlling the internal impedance.

FIG. 2 illustrates a configuration of a wireless power trans-
mission device 200.

Referring to FIG. 2, a controller 210 of the wireless power
transmission device 200 may include a switch 220.

The switch 220 may cut off or supply power (e.g., from the
power source 104 of FIG. 1) which may be transmitted by the
wireless power transmission device 200 wirelessly to a ter-
minal, depending on transmission information 230. Depend-
ing on embodiments, in response to the transmission infor-
mation 230 being “0”, the switch 220 may be opened to cut off
the wirelessly transmitted power, or alternatively in response
to the transmission information 230 being “1”, the switch 220
may be closed to supply the wirelessly transmitted power.

FIG. 3 illustrates a configuration of a wireless power trans-
mission device 300.

Referring to FIG. 3, the wireless power transmission
device 300 may include a measuring unit 301 and an analyzer
302. The wireless power transmission device 300 may further
include a power source (e.g., power source 104), a controller
(e.g., controller 102 or 200), and a transmitter (e.g., transmit-
ter 101).

The wireless power transmission device 300 may send a
transmission signal 320 to a terminal 310, in order to wire-
lessly transmit power to the terminal 310. In one example, a
part of the transmission signal 320 may be reflected and
returned, which is referred to as a “reflected wave 330.”

The measuring unit 301 may measure the reflected wave
330 of'the transmission signal 320 transmitted to the terminal
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310. Depending on embodiments, the measuring unit 301
may include a directional coupler 304, to measure the
reflected wave 330 using the directional coupler.

Based on the reflected wave 330 measured by the measur-
ing unit 301, the analyzer 302 may analyze terminal informa-
tion 311 received from the terminal 310.

The terminal 310 may transmit the terminal information
311 to the wireless power transmission device 300. An
example of a terminal for transmitting terminal information
will be further described with reference to FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 illustrates a configuration of a terminal 400.

Referring to FIG. 4, the terminal 400 may include a
receiver 401 and a controller 402.

The receiver 401 may wirelessly receive power from a
wireless power transmission device 410.

The controller 402 may control an internal impedance of
the terminal 400, based on terminal information 403 trans-
mitted to the wireless power transmission device 410. For
example, the terminal 400 may send the terminal information
403 to the wireless power transmission device 410 by con-
trolling the internal impedance and controlling a reflected
wave 430 of a transmission signal 420 received from the
wireless power transmission device 410, rather than by using
an additional device for transmission of the terminal infor-
mation 403. For example, in response to the terminal infor-
mation 403 being “0”, the controller 402 may control the
internal impedance such that a power of the reflected wave
430 may be reduced. Alternatively, in response to the terminal
information 403 being “1”, the controller 402 may control the
internal impedance such that the power of the reflected wave
430 may be increased. Additionally, the controller 402 may
control the internal impedance such that an amplitude of the
reflected wave 430 may increase or decrease, depending on
the terminal information 403.

The “terminal information 403" refers to information to be
transmitted by the terminal 400 to the wireless power trans-
mission device 410. The terminal information 403 may
include information regarding whether the terminal 400 may
currently require power, information regarding an amount of
power that may be required by the terminal 400 in response to
the terminal 400 may require the power, information regard-
ing whether the terminal 400 is sufficiently matched with the
wireless power transmission device 410 when wirelessly
receiving the power, and information regarding a charging
rate of the terminal 400. However, there may be no limitation
to information that may be desired for the terminal 400 to
receive power wirelessly from the wireless power transmis-
sion device 410; accordingly, the terminal information 403
may include various types of information which the terminal
400 desires to transmit to the wireless power transmission
device 410, regardless of contents of the information to be
transmitted by the terminal 400. Depending on embodiments,
the terminal information 403 may be binary scale data,
although embodiments are not limited thereto.

According to an aspect, the terminal 400 may further
include an input unit (e.g., input unit 105 of FIG. 1) to receive
the terminal information 403.

Referring back to FIG. 3, the analyzer 302 may analyze the
received terminal information 311, based on information on
at least one of a variation in power and amplitude of the
reflected wave 330 measured by the measuring unit 301.
Depending on embodiments, the wireless power transmission

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

device 300 may further include an output unit 305 to output
the terminal information 303 analyzed by the analyzer 302.

FIG. 5 illustrates a configuration of a terminal 500.

Referring to FIG. 5, a controller 510 of the terminal 500
may include a first load 520, a second load 530, and a switch
540.

The switch 540 may be connected to either the first load
520 or the second load 530, depending on terminal informa-
tion 550. In one example, in response to the terminal infor-
mation 550 being “0”, the switch 540 may be connected to the
first load 520, and in response to the terminal information 550
being “1”, the switch 540 may be connected to the second
load 530.

FIG. 6 illustrates a configuration of a terminal 600.

Referring to FIG. 6, the terminal 600 may include a mea-
suring unit 601 and an analyzer 602.

The measuring unit 601 may measure an amount of power
received wirelessly from a wireless power transmission
device 610.

Based on the amount of power measured by the measuring
unit 601, the analyzer 602 may analyze transmission infor-
mation 611 received from the wireless power transmission
device 610. For example, the analyzer 602 may analyze the
transmission information 611 based on a variation in the
measured amount of power. Depending on embodiments, the
terminal 600 may further include an output unit (e.g., output
unit 305 of FIG. 3) to output transmission information 603
analyzed by the analyzer 602.

FIG. 7 illustrates a wireless power transmission method.

Referring to FIG. 7, power may be wirelessly transmitted
to a terminal in operation 710.

An amount of power transmitted wirelessly to the terminal
may be controlled based on transmission information trans-
mitted to the terminal in operation 720. For example, the
amount of power may be controlled by controlling internal
impedance and controlling a reflected wave of a transmission
signal received from a wireless power transmission device,
rather than an additional device for transmission of the trans-
mission information being used, such that the transmission
information may be transmitted to the terminal. For example,
in response to the transmission information being “0”, the
amount of power may be controlled to be reduced, or in
response to the transmission information being “17, the
amount of power may be controlled to be increased.

According to an aspect, the wireless power transmission
method of FIG. 7 may further include receiving the transmis-
sion information before operation 720.

According to the wireless power transmission method of
FIG. 7, atransmission frequency may be controlled based on
the transmission information; accordingly, the amount of
power may also be controlled. Additionally, the transmission
frequency may be controlled using a PLL circuit.

According to the wireless power transmission method of
FIG. 7, an internal impedance may be controlled based on the
transmission information; accordingly, the amount of power
may also be controlled.

Additionally, according to the wireless power transmission
method of FIG. 7, a reflected wave of a transmission signal
transmitted to the terminal may be measured. Depending on
embodiments, a directional coupler may be used to measure
the reflected wave.

Furthermore, according to the wireless power transmission
method of FIG. 7, terminal information received from the
terminal may be analyzed based on the reflected wave as
measured. Depending on embodiments, the terminal infor-
mation may be analyzed based on information on at least one
of a variation in power and amplitude of the reflected wave.
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Depending on embodiments, the wireless power transmission
method of FIG. 7 may further include outputting the analyzed
terminal information. The method of the example described
in FIG. 7 may use any of the above-described devices for its
operation or any devices consistent with the operation
described herein.

As a non-exhaustive illustration only, the devices, e.g., the
wireless power transmission device 100 or the terminal 110,
described herein may refer to mobile devices such as a cellu-
lar phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a digital camera,
a portable game console, and an MP3 player, a portable/
personal multimedia player (PMP), a handheld e-book, a
portable tablet and/or laptop PC, a global positioning system
(GPS) navigation, and devices such as a desktop PC, a high
definition television (HDTV), an optical disc player, a setup
and/or set top box, and the like consistent with that disclosed
herein.

A number of example embodiments have been described
above. Nevertheless, it will be understood that various modi-
fications may be made. For example, suitable results may be
achieved if the described techniques are performed in a dif-
ferent order and/or if components in a described system,
architecture, device, or circuit are combined in a different
manner and/or replaced or supplemented by other compo-
nents or their equivalents. Accordingly, other implementa-
tions are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A terminal comprising:

a receiver configured to wirelessly receive power from a

wireless power transmission device; and

a controller configured to control an internal impedance

based on terminal information and to transmit the termi-
nal information to the wireless power transmission
device via a reflected wave of a transmission signal
received from the wireless power transmission device,
wherein:

the terminal information identifies a charging rate of the

terminal,

the controller controls the internal impedance based on the

charging rate of the terminal, and

the controller comprises:

a first load,

a second load, and

a switch configured to connect to either the first load or
the second load, based on the terminal information.

8

2. The terminal of claim 1, further comprising:

a measuring unit configured to measure an amount of the
power received wirelessly from the wireless power
transmission device; and

5 an analyzer configured to analyze the measured amount of
the power to determine transmission information
received from the wireless power transmission device
via the power transmission.

3. The terminal of claim 1, wherein the wireless power
transmission device receives, from the terminal, the reflected
wave, measures the reflected wave, and determines the termi-
nal information received from the terminal via the received
reflected wave, based on the measured reflected wave.

4. The terminal of claim 1, wherein the terminal informa-
tion comprises information of whether the terminal requires
power, an amount of power that is required by the terminal,
and information of whether the terminal is matched with the
wireless power transmission device when wirelessly receiv-
ing the power.

5. A wireless power transmission method of a terminal, the
method comprising:

wirelessly receiving power from a wireless power trans-

mission device;

controlling an internal impedance based on terminal infor-

mation; and

transmitting the terminal information to the wireless power

transmission device via a reflected wave of a transmis-

sion signal received from the wireless power transmis-
sion device, wherein:

the terminal information identifies a charging rate of the

terminal,

the controller controls the internal impedance based on the

charging rate of the terminal, and

the controlling of the internal impedance comprises con-

necting a switch to a first load or a second load, based on

the terminal information.

6. The wireless power transmission method of claim 5,
further comprising:

measuring an amount of the power received wirelessly

from the wireless power transmission device; and

analyzing the measured amount of the power to determine
transmission information received from the wireless
power transmission device via the power transmission.
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